The European Voters Study (EVS) background with the purpose of designing and organizing a truly comparative Eiu^opean voters study to be conducted in 1989. Subsequent meetings were held in
THEORETICAL PERSPECTIVES
The European Voters Study (EVS) As argued in more detail elsewhere (Kuechler 1987) , mass survey data provide an invaluable, but also inherently limited base for the study of mass (political) attitudes and behavior. In general, survey data do not just speak for themselves, they require a careful interpretation within the context in which they are generated. This holds for any (national) 
